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Key to Transliteration and Pronunciation

Since Sanskrit is a highly phonetic language, accuracy in the articulation of the
letters is important. This is the international transliteration guide to the proper
pronunciation of Sanskrit letters in the devanagari script.

3 a but 3 th anthill*3
am a3  cam 30 s do  dart*3
g i it 3 dh godhead*3
76 beet 32 T né under*3
3 u put a t path*4
g pool 34 o th thunder*4
£ ra rhythm g d that*4
e T marine 36 g dh breathe*4
T e play o1 n numb 4
T ai high 38 q p spin 5
3 o go % ph loophole*5
3t au loud 40 = b bin 5
% k skate 1 q bh abhor* 5
g kh blockhead*1 42 = m much 5
T g gate 1 7 y young
q gh loghut* 1 44 I r drama
E ni sing 1 o | luck
T c chunk*2 46 = v vile
) ch catch him*2 A $¢ shove
Ei j john 2 48 ¥ sfi bushel
o jh hedgehog*2 q s SO
el fi bunch 2 50 & h hum
< toé start*3
m anusvara (nasalization of preceding vowel)k
h visarga (aspiration of preceding vowel)
N ‘ avagraha (marking the elision of A at the beginning of a word)
* No exact equivalent for these letters

1 — guttural; 2 — palatal; 3 — lingual; 4 — dental; 5 - labial
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