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Totakastakam
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vidita-khila-sastra-sudha-jaladhe
mabhitopanisat kathitarthanidhe
hrdaye kalaye vimalam caranam

bhavasankara desSika me Saranam 1111

0 Knower of the ocean of the nectar of scriptures! Treasure of the
truths of the Upanisad, In my heart | contemplate on your flawless
feet. O Guru Shankara, be my refuge.
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karuna-varunalaya palaya mam
bhavasagara duhkha vidinahrdam
racaya-khila-darsana-tattva-vidam

bhavasankara desika me Saranam 11211



0 storehouse of raining compassion! Protect me whose heart is
afflicted by the misery of the ocean of becoming. Make me into one
who understand the truths of all schools of philosophy. O Guru
Shankara, be my refuge.
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bhavata janata suhita bhavita
nija-bodha-vicarana-carumate
kalayesvara-jiva-viveka-vidam

bhavasankara desika me Saranam 11311

By you the masses have been made happy, O You with beautiful mind
skilled in self-enquiry! Make me into one who knows 7svara and jiva
(as one). O Guru Shankara, be my refuge.
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bhava eva bhavaniti me nitaram

samajayata cetasi kautukita
mama varaya moha-mahajaladhim bhavasankara

desika me saranam |141|



Knowing that you are indeed Lord Shiva, a sense of wonder always
rises in my heart. Remove from me from the vast ocean of delusion. O
Guru Shankara, be my refuge.
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sukrite’dhikrite bahudha bhavato
bhavita sama-darsana-lalasata
atidinam imam paripalaya mam
bhavasSankara desika me Saranam 11511

Through your grace, the longing for the vision of oneness increases
when (the effect of) virtuous deeds grow in abundance. Protect me,
this utterly helpless one. O Guru Shankara, be my refuge.
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jagatim avitum kalitakrtayo

vicaranti mahamahasaschalatah

ahimamsurivatra vibhasi guro

bhavasankara desika me saranam 11611

For the sake of protecting the universe, great sages take on various
forms and wander quietly. O Guru, among these great ones, you shine
like the sun! O Guru Shankara, be my refuge.
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guru pungava purigavaketana te
samatamayatam nahi ko’pi sudhih
saranagata-vatsala-tattvanidhe

bhavasankara desikame saranam 1171

0 most exalted of all Gurus, who is the embodiment of Lord Shiva,
with the Nandi as his banner! None of the wise ones is equal to you. O
treasure-house of the vision of Vedanta, compassionate to those who
refuge in you! O Guru Shankara, be my refuge.
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vidita na maya visadaikakala
na ca kificana kancanamasti guro
drutameva vidhehi krupam sahajam

bhavasankara desika me Saranam 11811

Even a single branch of knowledge is not understood fully by me. 1 do
not possess even the least bit of wealth, Oh Teacher, quickly bestow on
me your spontaneous grace. O Guru Shankara, be my refuge.
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Totakastaka is an octet in the Totaka meter
composed by Totakacharya, a disciple of Adi
Shankara in praise of his teacher. Itis a
beautiful devotional hymn, whose lilting
cadence and musical lyrics serve to uplift the
spirit, and to transmit the salient message that

the gain of self-knowledge is fully contingent
upon the cultivation of sraddha, reverence and
total surrender unto the Guru. This fervent
hymn is a powerful and timeless reminder for
all seekers of self- knowledge to prioritize the
study of Vedanta in their lives.




